BENTHAM

excuse. For our own part, we have a large tolerance for
one-eyed men, provided their one eye is a penetrating
one: if they saw more, they probably would not see so
keenly, nor so eagerly pursue one course of inquiry.
Almost all rich veins of original and striking specula-
tion have been opened by systematic half-thinkers:
though whether these new thoughts drive out others
as good, or are peacefully superadded to them,
depends on whether these half-thinkers are or are not
followed in the same track by complete thinkers. The
field of man's nature and life cannot be too much
worked, or in too many directions; until every clod is
turned up the work is imperfect; no whole tru% is
possible but by combining the points of view of all the
fractional truths, nor, therefore, until it has been fully
seen what each fractional truth can do by itself.

What Bentham's fractional truths could do, there is
no such good means of showing as by a review of his
philosophy: and such a review, though inevitably amost
brief and general one, it is now necessary to attempt.

The first question in regard to any man of specula-
tion is, what is his theory of human life? In the minds
of many philosophers, whatever theory they have of
this sort is latent, and it would be a revelation to
themselves to have it pointed out to them in their
writings as others can see it, unconsciously moulding
everything to its own likeness. But Bentham always
knew his own premises, and made his reader know
them: it was not his custom to leave the theoretic
grounds of his practical conclusions to conjecture. Few
great thinkers have afforded the means of assigning
with so much certainty the exact conception: which
they had formed of man and of man's life.
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